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For            Immediate Release
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           Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555
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June 16,            2009 -
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Herseth Sandlin Statement on Major Disaster Declaration

            Following President Obama’s declaration of a major disaster in 14 counties            and 2 reservations in South Dakota, Rep. Herseth Sandlin issued the            following statement:
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“This disaster declaration            is welcome news that will significantly aid South Dakotans in the difficult            process of clean-up and recovery. Going forward, I will continue my            efforts to work with the Administration, along with state and local            officials, to ensure resources are distributed in a timely manner to            maximize impact for our communities and our rural economy." 
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This evening, the President            announced a major disaster in the counties of Brown, Butte, Campbell,            Corson, Day, Dewey, Edmunds, Harding, Marshall, McPherson, Perkins,            Roberts, Spink, and Ziebach and the portions of the Cheyenne River Reservation            and Standing Rock Reservation that lie within these counties. 
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Tonight’s declaration follows            a letter sent by the South Dakota Congressional Delegation to the President            in support of the request made by Governor Rounds for a major disaster            declaration. Additionally, Rep. Herseth Sandlin contacted key officials            within the Administration, including FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate,            to convey her support for the governor’s request. 
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